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Advertiſement. 


HE Author of the following Pages, as 

he never took an active Part in the late 
Diſſentions, that in the Royal Society have 
with ill Deſigns been raiſed, and with great 
Art fomented, had not now obtruded himſelf 
on the Public; if Mr. Maty and his Parti- 
fans had kept themſelves within the Bounds 
of Decency. But when he found himſelf in 
the Number of thoſe, who had oppoſed the 
malignant Spirit of ſome, and the ambitious 
Views he traced in the Conduct af others, in 
Reviews and Pamphlets ſtigmatiſed with im- 
puted Ignorance, and treated with affected 
Contempt ; he felt an irreſiſtible Impulſe, to 
enquire into the very ſuperior Merit, the 
Learning and Abilities of ſuch as had arro- 
gated to themſelves ſo much, and allowed to 
thoſe who had ventured to oppoſe their wild 
Career, ſo very little, 


A 2 Dr. Horſley's 


iv 1 


Dy. Hor ſley's Boaſt, that the little Funts; 


with which he was united, poſſe ſſed a Majority 


of the ſcientific Part of the Society, I did not 
like : when he talked of non- effective Mem- 
bers, I deemed the Language, like the Man, 
a Compoſition of Inſolence. It is not the Lan- 
guage of Philoſophers, but the arrogant Boaſt 
of inflated Vanity. it is a Language the Con- 
fiitution of our Society does not now; it im- 
plies a Diſtinction, the Statutes do not aut ſo- 
riſe. But when I came to Mr. Maty's Afſer- 
tion, that five Sixths of the Scientific Part of 
the Socicty were in the Oppoſition ; I loft 
all Patience, and all Prudence too; in a Deter- 
mination to try the literary Merit of this Quint- 
eſſence of the Learning and Abilities of the 
Royal Society, by a free Examination of thoſe 
Specimens of it, which his own Works afford 
Us, | 
What, becauſe a Man has buried Newton 
in a bad Edition; which, I call the two Uni- 
wer fities to witneſs, is neither bought, nor 
read and a little ſuperficial pamphleteer 
has aſſumed the Province of general Criticiſm, 
without 
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without critically under ſtanding any one Lan- 
guage under Heaven, his Mother Tongue not 
excepted.: is every Member of the Society, 
who does not abet their Meaſures, to be treated 
with Inſolence ? Shall the one, who with all his 
Parade has not arrived at Mediocrity, or the 
other, who with all his plodding has not riſen 
above it, arraign the Royal Society in their 
Aggregate ;* as forming at beft the meagre 
Ghoſt of Philoſophy, Shadows in that Society, 
deſtined explere numerum, reddique 
3 „„ 


Theſe Pages are not intended as a Defeneg 
of the general Conduct of the Society; for their 
Conduct wants none : I intend no Compliments 
to the Preſident ; for his literary Character 
ſtands on a broader Baſis, than to need the 


Tue Author thinks himſelf juſtified in this Expreſſion; 
as he believes the greateſt Number that on any queſtion vo- 


ted with the Diſſentients did not amount to more than forty- 
ſeven, V3 | HTS 


| Support 


— 
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Supper of any "Iadividual : the Objedt, and 
the only Oh el of this Publication, is; if, as 
it has been Hertel. five Sixths of the Learn- 
ing, g. that refides 1 in the Royal Society, be paſ- 


feed by thoſe who have eppeſed, the Meaſures 


of the Preſident and Council, ta aſcertain what 
Proportion of thoſe five Sixths is. claimable by 
Mr. Maty - and for this Purpoſe I have dip- 
fed Mo his Chef. d' Oeuure, Mary's R- 
vtrw. In that Publication the Reviewer hath 
aſſumed the Office of Critic general on all 
Works of Literature he hath there underta- 
ken to form the 70e of the Age; and to in- 


Nruct his Readers in the Art of 1 writing well, 


or at lat of judging properly. Aud in what 
he undertakes to teach others, I think there is 


Jittle doubt but he would endeauour to excel him- 
felf. In his Review therefore we may expect 
to find the higheſt Reach of his Abilities, and 


the utmoſt compaſs_of his Learning. If he 
can refer me to better Proofs, if he can fur- 


wiſh me with truer Data, whereon to found 
his r Merit; I will take my Ground 


agreeable 


vii ) 


agreeable to his own Reference; Till then it 
is not unfair, to examine the Fabric of his 
Fame, as his own Hand hath raiſed it, in that 
Page, which 1s open to the Public Eye, and 
bears the Sterling Value of his Name, 
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Y Ambition has ever been to deſervg 
well of Letters, and my Wiſh to 
benefit Mankind. Thoſe Purſuits I have 
thought could not be more hap py united, 
nor the Object more effectual obtained, 
than by giving the world a Kren Syſ- 
tem of Criticiſm, And this I have framed 
on the Works of a profeſſional Man: and 
him, if he may himſelf be credited, a Ge- 
nius of uncommon Size, and moſt conſum- 
mate Learning. 


Ie is a Maxim in Horſemanſhip, that be- 
fore you are competent to diſtinguiſh a per- 
fe Horſe, you muſt have been well ag- 
quainted with every bad Point about a bad 


B one, 


BE 

one. If we admit the ſame Rule in 
writing, and it is not very inapplicable ; a 
Man ſhould be well acquainted with every 
Species of bad Writing; in Order to form 
his Taſte in avoidance of ſuch Defects, to 
a Habit of writing well. And conſidered 
in this view, the Work before us is the moſt 
complete Directory to good Compoſition, 
that any Author, ancient or modern, has 
yet produced: for I take upon me to aſ- 
ſert, that every ſpecies of bad writing is 
to be found in Mr, Marty's Review. 


In Point of Stile, to give every inſtance 
of disjointed Periods, and embarraſſed Dic- 
tion, that occur in this Author's Writings, 
would in Effect be to tranſcribe his Works. 
I ſhall therefore content myſelf with offer- 
ing a Specimen, or two, which I dare fay 
will abundantly ſatisfy my Reader; if not, 
I refer him for more Satisfaction to the origi- 
nal Work: a Work, which marks him for 
one of the moſt extraordinary Writers, that 
ever wrote to be underſtood. Parentheſis 


within 


IN 


within Parentheſis, one Limb of a Sentence 
diſtorted, and ano ther miſplaced, theſe 
te ;infames ſcopulos” of Compoſition the 
Reader, who, from the Inſtances I ſhall 
give, may have curiofity to refer to tho 
Work at large, will have abundant Occafion 
to remark, and will thereby learn to ſhun, 


In Proof of theſe Aſſertions, the follow- 


ing Exemplifications, whicho n occafionally 
dipping into my Author were among the 
firſt Paſſages that occurred, I beg Leave to 
ſubmit to the Reader's Judgment, if his 
Taſte will ſuffer him to hobble through 
them, 5 
Exemplication 1. J © The great Misfortune 
* (his own Shame, and perhaps in ſome 
« Meaſure that of his He's, | his Hoſt, ] 
was, that in acquiring the ſecondary Arts 
of Government, he entirely omitted to 
<« profit by the Example before his Eyes of 
* the firſt; that more inſenfible in ſome 
important Reſpects, than the poor Ruſ- 


*'flan whom he ſent to Italy for Inſtruc- 
B 2 . a tion, 


641 
tion and who, out of honeſt Prejudice 
in Favour of his Country, refuſed to go 
T out of his Room all the time he ſtaid there 
[i. E. in his Room he could return from 
ke Holland, and even from England, with- 
f out Decency, without Religion, without 
1 e even common Humanity, that being to- 
| ce tally deſtitute of theſe, his firſt Step at 
&* his Return was to imitate the cruelties of 
& Ivan.“ May, 1782. Art, ky The Sentence, $ 
Except in one or two Inſtances, does not of- E 
fend agairiſt Grammar and Senſe; but that 
the Frame and Texture of it is awkward 
and embarraſfed, that it is a Specimen of 
execrable compoſition, requires no Ingenuy 
ity to prove. 


| Exemp. 2.] 4 How it comes, for ſo it ie, 
* and to deny the Truth ſerves no Cauſe, 
* deſpicsble as the Character of the Game- 
ſter in the extreme is; many Men poſſeſ- 
e ſed of ſome Virtues; Henry the IVth of 
& France for Inſtance, have been tainted 
with ittoacertain Degree.“ Sept. 1783. Art. 7. 


Exempt: 


1 
Ekemp. 3] © Leaving therefore che Doc- 
tor's Politics to be excuſed, if they need 
it; by his private Life, and the Teſtimony 
*« of all who have ſeen him nearly; 


ov” 
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* 


* what, though not gi ven to praiſe living 


« Men, muſt I be allowed to aſk, what 
* muſt be the Feelings of him who knows, 
e by the riſe of his own Society, and the 
3 Diflolution of thoſe he has oppoſed, that 
c numbers of Orphans and Widows have 
* Reaſon to bleſs the Day, that he applied 


« himſelf firſt td Mathematics,” May 783. Art. 
I gueſs at my Author's Meaning; and only 


beg to obſerve to my Reader, for whoſe 
Uſe this Syſtem of Criticiſm is compoſed, 
how happily that Meaning is exprefled. 


* 


Exemp. 4.] © In the firſt Place then, as as 
every Tranſlation is a Compoſition in 
„ Engliſh, intended for Engliſh Readers, 
* who may be ſuppoſed to be ſome of 
c them Perſons of Taſte, who underſtand 
* no Language but their own; the firſt 
Fo Thing required in it is, that it be En- 
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en glich, both as to the Words ard che 
ct Idiom.“ June, 1782. Art. 18. What an Ear 
muſt the Man poſſeſs, who can hobble in 
his Compoſition through ſuch a Period as 
this! The Language is to the Tune of a 
lame Fidler: inharmonious as his Muſic, and 
halting like him in ſtep. But the Sound is 
not the worſt Part of the Sentence: I am © 
woefully afraid, it is not more defeRive in 
Sound than Senfe, That what 7s intended 
Jer Engliſh Readers, who under tand no Lan- 
guage but their own, ſhould be in Exgliſb, is a 
Propofition, that forces our Aſſent; and 
John Bull wants not the Powers of Rheto- 
ric, to make it appear to him truer. or 
plainer than it is. But that every Tranſla® 
tian is a Compoſition in Engliſh, even John 3 
Bull, who may have heard of other Lan- 
guages, though he knew none but his own, 4 
will be apt to doubt. Every Tranſlation a 
Compeſfition in Engliſh In the Name f 
Wiſdom, Mr. Maty, how do you make that 
om? I am ſure you know better: it is in 
Proof, that the Critic on Mr. Wodhull's 
Tran- 


=. 

Tranſtation of Euripides is well apprifed, 
that there are ſuch Things as Latin Tran- 
Nations, * And I may venture flatly to af- 
ſert, that every Tranſlation is no more a 
Compoſition in Engliſh, than- that every 
Critic is acquainted with any one Language 
under Heaven. 


So much for the Beauties of Stile : in def- 
canting on which the Reader will obſerve, 
I have lid into other Matter of Criticiſm 
which in my ſubſequent Reflections I now 
23 to purſue. 
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* Tem. For Talents are of their Nature 
6 free, and know nothing of the Empire 
*- of Neceffity.” April, 1782, An. 4. A hap- 
py Inſtance this of looſe Tranſlation: in 
which the Author, knowing the Meaning 
of a Word or two, gueſſes at the reſt, The 
direct Tranſlation is, “ for Science is 
** free from all Neceſſity and Obligation.” 
lents, is not the Engliſh of ren; nor 

does 


18 3 


does the Sentence contain any thing, that 


has the Shape of Empire in it. But ſo full 
are your Colleague's Head and your own 


of Empire and Dominion; that the Idea 
involuntarily bolts out, and marks your 
Tranſlation with a wretched Pleonaſm. 


Now with what Face ſhall ſuch a Trans 
ſlator aſſume to himſelf the Privilege of 
cenſuring others: and of calling, quaſi 
ex Cathedra, Mr, Wodhull to Account, 


for his ſad Tranſlation of Euripides? e The 
ſaddeſt Tranſlation of all however, ſays, 


ce this wonderful Critic, is the following 
* Chorus of Electra: 


e Quicken thy lingering Feet, O Time: 


© Begin, my Friends, begin the plain- 
e tive Strain,” 


In the firſt Place I believe, the Meaning 
* of the firſt Verſe is, 


te Haſten your Steps, the Hour is come.” 


July 


f 
b 
1 
4 


EP YL 
July, 1782. Art. 4.] Believe, as you pleaſe, 
literary Sir: Your Criticiſm confirms me in 
the Opinion, that you have not a great 


deal of Greek in your Head. The original 


Paflage is, 


Turren, Oga, modes ogucy» The Latin 
Tranſlation is, | 


' Intende, Tempus eft, Pedis Impetum: 
Your's is plainly a Tranſlation of the Latin 
Tranſlation ; WodhulPs is from the original 
Greek, Mr. Wodhull, the Tranſlator of 
Euripides, is right; and you, the Tranſlator 
of the Tranſlator of Euripides, are flagrantly 
wrong. Electra, addreſſing Time, bids 
him fly on with all ſpeed over chis hour of 
Melancholy. And then, apoſtrophifing to 
her Friends, ſhe proceeds: Q «4a, &c. 
Will not the ingenious Reviewer now re- 
tract his Aﬀertion, © that every Tranſlation 


is a Compoſition in Engliſh?” 


As never, during the whole Courſe of 
* my Life, did I make to Edward Hoch- 


C bs wolgeb 


A 


P - 


1 


“ wolgeb a Requeſt, which he did not 
comply with” OR. 1783. Art.6.] Would 
not a Man conceive, that this was. the for- 
mal Addreſs of one Quaker to another? But 
nothing leſs: it begins a Letter from a po- 
lite and well-bred Man of the World, to 
a Friend, a Man of Faſhion, equally with 
himſelf well-bred, who had lived in Courts, 
and been trained up in Habits of Politeneſs. 
Would not a Man of common Taſte be 
hurt at Edward Hockwolgeb : which occurs 
again towards the cloſe of this ſhort Letter ? 
No Man, but our ſtupendous Critic, could 
| have ſo egregiouſly blundered. Taſte would 
have corrected any other Man's Ignorunce 
of Language: and taught him, that Ew. 
Hochwolgeb, whatever it might import, 
could not in that Place ſignify Edward 
Hochwolgeb. And a very little Acquaint - 1 
ance with the Language, in which he pre- 
tends to play the Critic, would have taught 
him, that inſtead of plain Edward Hoch- 
wolgeb, Ew. Hochwolgeb was the com- 
Mon 
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mon Addreſs of a Man of Rank, and ſig- 
nified your Lordſhip. 


In Letter the 5th of the ſame elegant 
Writer, who would expect to find; © yes, 
*& Friend of my Heart, when this ſhall come 
to your Hand, it will be all over with me. 
Surely this is Language, a Pariſh Clerk 
would be aſhamed of. It is all over with 
my dear Lord, is a Phraſe, that ſcarcely 


comports with the Dignity of ſtile which 


might be expected from an antiquated 
Nurſe. 


O. e ras TAnyas onouvres, Bs Cru, of FCevot, 


Cc . 
Xpugio Twy Tavle Tolev\wy £2U8y οοẽH— 
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* But the Foreigners obſerving the Miſ- 
chiefs, which they [the Orators] affec- 
ted, ſtopped their Mouths with Gold, 
** which they diſtributed in great Abun- 
* dance,” OR. 1783. Art 7. The Reader has 
in the preceding Article ſeen our Reviewer's 
ſill in the German Language: and he has 


C2 alſo 


* 


a5 


2 1 
alſo had Occaſion to admire his Knowledge 
ol the Greek; of wich thoſe three Lines 


of Ariitophanes, and the Tranſlation of 
them, add one illuſtrious Inſtance more. 
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The Reviewer is in the firſt Place to be 
informed, coun is not a Greek Word: 
Ga 18 a Body, and ro 1s a Mouth : I 
ſuppoſe he meaned the latter. In the next 
Place I muſt add, there is a great deal of 
Difference between the Engliſh Word af 
fefted, which is, and effected, which ought 
to have been his Tranſlation. And as to 
the laſt Member of the Sentence; Ariſtop- 
hanes ſays one Thing, and he gueſſes ano- 
ther. The Poet ſays, as the Reviewer 
ſuppoſes him to have written, in Orde: 2 
take them Neighbours: but, as he really 
did write, in der to make them rich; s; 
not mAyoi 3s: the Reviewer ſays, ix n they 


diftributed in great Abundance; a Tranſla- 
tion this neither of Ariſtophanes himſelf, 


nor of the Words he has learnedly put in 
his Mouth; but very wide of both. Who 


is 


3 } 


is your Printer: Who your Corrector of the 
Preſs: or who is the Doer of ſuch a 
Review? 


* My Mother finks to the dark Ness of Light.” 
June, 1782. Art 18.] 


This is a very pretty Phraſe, and much in the 
Stile and Manner of our Reviewer: but the 
dark Realms of Light, imply a Degree of 
Contradiction, aſcribable neither to Wod- 
hull, nor Potter. I conceive therefore the 


Verſe ſhould ſtand, 
My Mother ſinks to the dark Realms of Night. 


On this Paſſage deſcants our incom- 
parable Critic. Query if Maia be 
* not ſofter and tenderer, than Mother; 
“ ſomething more like our Word, which is 
ce ſo charming in the Mouth of a young 
& Child, Mama.” Both Potter and Wod- 
hull have uſed the Word, Mother. Let us 
however try what will be the effect of Mr. 


Mary s Emendation, 
My 
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My Mama finks to the dark Realms of Night. 
What a happy Thought! And then fub- 
ſtituting de for the, and the Liquid Light 
for Night, which will run off very prettily 
from a Child's Mouth, the Paſſage preſents 


us with that ſweet, harmonious, elegant Fi- 
Sure, the NAMBYPAMBEISM. 


C What is to beconie of an Engliſh 
Reader, who depends upon me for In- 
* formation about what he is to export from 
© Rome? Dec. 1783 Art. 5.] Juſt what be- 
fals the Man, who ſhall depend on you for 
any Thing like Information, importable 
either from antient Greece, modern Ger- 
many, or any other Region of the Earth. 
If however we may ſuppoſe Books, as they 
ſeemingly are, be the Exportation alluded 
to: as a Friend to your literary Reputation, 
of which you have not much to loſe, let 


me adviſe you to export to Rome, or any 


Part of the World where they may never 
more be heard of, every Copy that can Þe 


collected of Marty's REVIEW. In the 
mean 
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mean Time, inſtead of tranſcribing and 


tranſlating foreign Reviews, the chief and 
almoſt ſole Ingredients of your on; ſtudy 


the Language, your Maia, or Mama taught 
you; and learn the Difference between ex- 
port and import. 5 


© Maffei indeed thinks that Pythagoras 
« was an Etruſcan; and Dempſter ſeems 
% not to be quite ſure, that the Art of 
c breathing was not invented by them.“ 
Feb. 1782, Art 8 This was indeed a Secret 
worth diſcovering. What would Prome- 
theus not have given, to have been Maſter 
of it! He faſhioned in inanimate Clay * the 
% human Face Divine:” he gave the Hair 


to flow, and the ſnowy Boſom to riſe : but 
alas! the Work of the Grecian Maſter went 


no farther. What Pity, that fo uſeful an 
Art fo ſoon after the original Invention 


ſhould have been loſt! For had it exiſted 


even in the Time of Xerxes, inſtead of 
blubbering becauſe in fifty Years the im- 
menſe Army he commanded would be no 


More; 


11161 


more; he had but to have ſent to Tuſtany 
for ſome PraQitioners in the Art of breath- 
ing, to repair the Havock that 'Time and 
war were making. Lord Le1cesTER, Sit 
Wittiam HaniLToN, and all ye vener- 
able Aſſociates in the Inveſtigation of recon- 
dite Antiquity, doth no Columnal Inſcrip- 
tion record this happy Invention, no Etruſ- 
can Vaſe bear Traces of this long loſt Art ; 
but is the grand Arcanum loſt for ever? 


— 
2 * . 4 + 


- 
— — — 


ET * 
- 2 * - * — 
—— — E —— — — | 
— * — a 
> > — — 


The Art of breathing, is the Art of liy- 
ing! hear this, ye members of the scavoiR 
vVIVRE. To have the Lungs taught to play 
for ever; while the Palate eternally riots on 
Veniſon and Turtle, and immortal Hebe 
it | ſerves round the briſk Champaign, mocking ® 
| | at the Terrors of Diſeaſe and Death. $ 

there is Luxury in the Idea. And as, what- 4 
ever has exiſted, may exiſt again: wen 
the threatened Seceſſion from the Royal 
A Society of its Pillars, its Support, takes Place 
i under the Auſpiges ofthe profound Dr. Horſ- 


117 ] 


ſley: I beg Leave to recommend to their firſt 
Attention the Recovery of this long loſt Art, 


8 


| this grand Deſideratum in Human Nature, 
e tha Art of breathing. And in that auguſt 
A Society when the Doctor, (for the Doctor 
1 is a puſhing Man, and in Spite of Mask E- 
5 LYNE's Abilities, and the reſpectable Cha- 
* rater of MasEREs, will have the upper 
P hand) ſhall take the Chair; Mr. Marr, 
; whoſe Acuteneſs ſet the Enquiry on Foot, 

| ſhall have my Intereſt for equal Honours 
t the Scavoir Vivks. 


e Finding himſelf preferred to a Journey- 
* man Hair-dreſſer, he determined to go 
te to Paris.“ June 1782. Art, 27.] T he Cauſe, 
here aſſigned for Rovsss av's Determina- 
tion to leave a comfortable Situation, an or- 
dinary Reader would ſuppoſe a very whim- 
2 fical one; for he does not appear by © his 
® Confeſſions,” to have had ſo much of the 

& Josern in him, as to run away from a fond 
Miſtreſs becauſe he ſtood firſt in her Favours. 
Whimſical enough he was: but not quite 


D ſo 


Ca} 


ſo wild as Mr. Maty would repreſent him. 
For the direct contrary of what, our faith- 
ful Tranſlator hath aſſerted, determined 
Rouſſeau to leave Savoy, and go to Paris. 
Finding a Journeyman Hair-dreſſer preferred 
to himſelf, ſays my Original, he determined 
to go to Paris, 


Yet this is the Gentleman, who with a 
Facility in Blundering peculiar to himſelf, 
or an Ignorance of the French Language, 
which would ruin the Credit of the moſt 
unqualified Teacher about Town, tenders 
Pie Services to the Public, as a Profeſſeur des 
Langues, at the moderate Price of half a 
Guinea a Leſſon. 


6 This is a Kind of gentle Philippic.“ 
June, 1782. Art. 13, Pray, Sir, do you know 
the Meaning of a Philippic? Certainly : 
you have read Demoſthenes : but it might 
have been ſo long ago, that you have for- 
g ten him. You have read Cicero: who 
adopted the Title of Demoſthenes's ac- 
rimonious Harangues agaiaſt Philip; and 

called 
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called his own equally ſevere Orat ons againſt 
Anthony, Philippics. And from theſe 


ed Orators every ſevere, pointed, acrimonious 
is. Harangue hath to this Day obtained the Ap- 
red pellation of a Philippic. But from the ex- 
ied cellent Critic, whoſe Works I have taken 

upon me to elucidate, we now firſt hear of 

a gentle Philippic. This is a Rhetorical Fi- 
2 4 gure, called the Contradictio terminals: 


1f © Which, though not to be found in Farnaby, 
nor once mentioned by Ariſtotle or Quinti- 


luan, is in frequent Uſe with Mr. Maty. 


* Dionyſius Halycarnafſus tells us.” 
April, 1782. Art. .] This Miſnomer I find 
uſed by our Reviewer in more Places than 
one. But the Scholar, who knew Diony- 
ſius was the Author's Name, and Halycar- 
naſſus his Country, would undoubtedly 
2 write Dionyſius of Halycarnaſſus, or the 
2X Halycarnaſſian. What would a Reader 
X think of Por E ENGLAND, or BolLEAu 
7 Fraxcs? 


We have a Variety of Reviews, ſuch as 
the Monthly, the Critical, and others : but 
D 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Maty reſolved on a new one, ſtiled em- 
phatically MaTy's Review : which was to 
be devoted ſolely to Works of real Merit 
and Erudition. It contains in each Num- 
ber ſomewhat lefs than a hundred Pages: 


and in Dec. 1782, Art, 6,] twenty-three Pages out 


of that Number are employed on a Work 
entitled L'Ami des Enfans by Mr. Barquin. 
If the Reader will not believe me, that it 
ranks low as the loweſt of Mr. Newbury's 


Publications for little Maſters and Mifles, 
(I judge from Mr. Maty's own Extract from 


itz) in Puniſhment for his Incredulity let him 
read the Reviewer's Critique upon it. 'The 
Publication, we are told, conſiſts of little 
detached Stories adapted to Children's Capa- 
cities and to thoſe are added ſome little 
Dramatic Pieces, One Mr. Maty has ſele#- 
etl; and tells us, he has taken the Pains fo 
alter : (worthy Employmentfor the Secretary 
of the Royal Society!) and in this Number 
he prefents us with the Original, and hrs 


I ſee 
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1 ſee by che Reader's Looks he ſcarcely 
believes my Repreſentation of a Work, on 
which this Coloſſus of modern Critics hath 
beſtowed ſo much Pains. Take then a 
Specimen of it tranſcribed from Mr. Maty, 


not the worſt Extract, but the very firſt that 
lay open before me. 


Scene I, Henry and Richard, 


Dick. Harry. 
Hen, What do you want ? 
Dick. Do my Exerciſe, 
Hen. What, is it not yet done? What 
have you been about all the Morning? 
Dick. 1 have been with Dick Briſk, „E. 
ing at his Cock. 
Hen. And ſince Dinner? 
Dear Mr. ——— ordered Papa never 
to read juſt after Dinner : he ſays it ſpoils 
Digeſtion, 

H. Wonderful! And pray why dow 
you ſet about it now ? 


D. The 
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D. The Writing Maſter's coming. 
H. Coming he is not coming yet. But 
when the Writing-Maſter's gone, you have 
got the whole Evening to do it in: 

D. No, that I have not; for the Miſs 
O——'s are coming to drink Tea with 
Harriot. 45-84 

H. They are not coming to drink Tea 
with you. 

D. No, but Harriot will fay, Iam ſulky, 
if J don't play with them, and there can't 
be a Verſe done: 

H. Well, what is it to me whether there 


is or not ? 
D. And then I ſhall be flogged. I did 


not think you had been ſuch an ill- natured 
Fellow. 
H. Becauſe I can't do all your Buſineſs 
and my own too. Where is this Exerciſe ? 
D. Up Stairs, I'll go and fetch it: Or do 
you come up. Here's Harriot coming ; 
don't ſay any Thing to her, 


The End of Scene the Firſt. 


Well, 


* 


8 
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Well, Reader; are you ſatisfied ? Satis- 
fied from this Specimen, that Mr, Maty is 


a Man of the niceſt judgment, and the trueſt 


Taſte, that ever fat in the Chair of Longi- 
nus? Nay, if you are ſtill ſo incorrigibly 
blind to the Elegance of Taſte, which Mr. 
Maty poſſeſſes; read the following Article 
of Literary Intelligence : and tell me if ſuch 
2 Communication be not well worthy the 
Ears and Eyes des Scavans, © A Man has 
e received a thouſand Guineas, ſubſcribed to 
* walk acroſs the Seine in Clogs of his own 
Invention; and another petitions to be 
* allowed to throw himſelf into a great 
« Fire, Body and Breeches, and promiſes 
*. that neither Body or even Breeches ſhall 
6 be hurt.“ Dec. 1883. Pag. 491.] The Mlat- 
ter, as I obſerved, is curious: but not leſs 
ſo, than the Manner in which it is related. 
In the firſt Place, the Man is mentioned as 
having received the thouſand Guineas; which, 
in the very next word we are told, were 
only ſubſcribed, and, I may venture to pro- 

nounce, 


* 
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nounce, never were, or will be paid. My 


ence which ſhould you ever be wild enough 
to publiſh your Works by Subſcription, and 
previouſly give a Specimen of them, I am 
very apprehenſive you might experiment- 
ally learn. In the next Place, who is to 
walk acroſs the Seine, is a Matter of Ambi- 
guity : he of plain Senſe will gueſs, the Man 
but the Grammarian will ſay, the Guineas. 
This is a kind of literary Intelligence, acco- 
modated only to make the Duſtman ſtare, 
and ſet a Kitchen Group a laughing. 


The Reviewer's Abilities in Tranſlation 
are already ſo well known; the following 
Inſtance will add little to his Fame. In a 
Tranſlation he has given of a pretty Italian 
Sonnet, we meet with this beautiful Paſſage: 
* The Sicilian Virgin was ſtruck all of a 
Heap with Affright.“ May, 1784. Art. 3.] It 
is really enough to ftrike a Man, who has 

any 


Dear Maty, there is a deal of Difference 
between ſubſcribing and paying : a Differ- 


25 1 
any Sence of Propriety, all of a Heap with 
Surpriſe, to ſee ſuch Stuff retailed to the 


Public under the aſſuming Title of a literary 
XZ Review. If every Tranſlation be, as our 


Reviewer hath afferted,* a Compoſition in 
Engliſh ; what Pity is it, that every Tran- 


flator ſhould not ſtudy the Idiom of ſo uni- 


verſal a Language! The Italian is, tutta in 
ſe fi ſtrinſe, © ſhe quite ſhrunk within her- 
felf:” the Phraſe in the Original is elegant; 


in our Reviewer's Tranſlation, low and vul- 


gar, beneath Criticiſm, and almoſt below 
Contempt. 


e They have done their do.“ Dec. 1783. Art b. 
What is a Foreigner to make of ſuch Engliſh 
as this? Speaking of roaſted, boiled, and fried, 
when Meats are dreſſed ſufficiently to the 
Tafte, the Cook will tell you they are done - 
and when Dolly puts out the Kitchen Fire, 

ſhe may ſay, it has done its do. And if Dolly 


* See Cannons of Griticiſm, Page 5. 
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have her Department in our Reviewer's 
monthly Labours, ſerving in the double 
Capacity off Cook and Critic; it would 
take of the Edge of ſevere Criticiſm, were 
he candid enough to confeſs it. 


* JVhat from the Loſs of Children, what 
from the Bloody War with the Tartars:” 
June, 1783. Art. 2. And again, Vat from the 
c Addition of Prints, and what from Typo- 
graphical Luxury:” &c. Theſe Vulgar- * 
iſms may be uſed in Converſation by the 
moſt illiterate of the People; but ſurely 
never found a Place in any Scripture what- 
ever, till adopted by Mr: Maty. I would 
therefore recommend it to him, to frame 
ſome new Rules of Grammar; or to learn 
to form his Stile according to the old ones. 


cc As there is no antient Hiſtory ſo inte- 
« reſting to us, as that of the Struggle with 
„ Tyranny and Fanaticiſm, by which the 
% Dutch gained their Independence, &c.“ 
Apr. 1783. Art. 2. ] Permit me, Mr, Reviewer, 


to aſk an obvious Queſtion : viz. Who or 
whar., 


1 

what it was, that ſtruggled with Tyranny 
and Fanaticiſm: the Dutch; no: Dr, Wat- 
fon, who gave the Account of it; no; in 
Truth nothing. The Struggle was not with 
Tyranny and Fanaticiſm : but between 
them. Periods ſo embarraſſed, Sentences 
fo maimed and ungrammatical, Nonſenſe 
ſo offeading, occur in every Review; that 
I would earneſtly recommend it to you to 
tack to every Number a Sheet of Elucida- 
tions. You have Friends at Hand, whoſe 
Jog-trot Genius will ſuffice for this Depart- 


ment: even the Archdeacon himſelf has 
been worſe employed. 


In coming out of CoL.MENAREZ, thus 
c ſpoke the Bee to the Cuckow.” March, 
1783. Art, 2.] Cormenarts the Reader, will 
perhaps ſuppoſe to be ſome Province in 
Spain: or City, or Town, or Village, or at 
leaſt the Seat of ſome Grandee. What, 
does Mr. Maty intend his Readers ſhould 


take it for? What does he conceive it to be 


himſelf? He, good Man, conceives nothing 
= at 


1 [ 28 ] 

at all about it; and therefore gives them 
the Word juſt as he found it ; leaving them 
to find out, that CormenAREzZ was neither 


a Province, nor a Town, nor any thing 
more than a Beehzve, 


Feb. 1783. Art. 14th.] * He ount of 
* a Bengal Grammar, by Na- 
* thamel Braſsey Halhed.” 


Had I not for a long Time intended 
* to publiſh a i Number, for which 1 
* reſerved it, I ſhould long ago have ta- 
% ken Notice of this Publication.” Firſt 
Number of what? Tell me, gentle Reader, 
1ſt and * eris mihi magnus Apollo.” Let me 
„ conſider What? There is nothing to con- 
fider :—but it is affirmable, that from the 
Author's Words it is impoſſible to inveſti- 
gate his Meaning. That he has one, I have 
It no Doubt: but he has a peculiar Knack in 
1170008 ſo expreſſing himſelf, that no one ſhall be 
1 able to find that Meaning out. 


Nov. 


„4 
r 
„ 
s 
a) + 
L. X. 
* 
r 


1 


1 29 ] 


Nov. 1583. Art. 7.) I think this Perform- 
& ance critical, ingenious, entertaining, 
ce likely to be uſeful, and promiſing in the 
te future Volumes ( for I own I do not ſee 
cc great Signs of it in the preſent) to be ori- 
« ginal, and to entitle to the Praiſe, which 
* the Author thinks ſlightly of, contented, 
© two caſily perhaps with that of Children, 


* the Praiſe of Reviewers.” March, 1783. Art. 2.] 
This is an excellent Exemplification of the 


Trope contradictory. The Reviewer thinks 
the Performance will in the future Volumes 
be ingenious, entertaining, and ethical, &c. 
and for this incomparable Reaſon, becauſe 
he does not ſee great Signs of it in the pre- 
ſent. So much for ſuch Part of the Sen- 
tence as is intelligible. But it has other 
Merit : the latter Part of it is confuſed, be- 
yond the Power of common Criticiſm to ex- 


* 


9 plain. I leave it therefore to the Eluci- 
dation of beiter Decypherers than myſelf. 


Mr. Bonner's Natural Hiſtory, being en- 


tirely in our Author's Line, affords him an 
N n 1 


* 
7 


Oppor - 
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Opportunity of ſhining with proper Luſtre: 
whatever he may hitherto appear to have 
done. He is Principal in the Charge of 
Natural Hiſtory in the Britiſh Muſeum ; 
and the Public will therefore do him the 
Juſtice to ſuppoſe, he is particularly well 
verſed in that Line of Science, which from 
the Truft he is engaged in ſeems ſo pecu- 
arly his own. 


6 The Thiſtle a Bonnetier Caterpillar.” 
Nov. 1782. Art. 8.) This TI ele a Naturaliſt 


would as ſoon have called a Roſe, as a 


Thiſtle : for it is as much the one, as the 
other. The French Language deſcribes 
;n a Periphrafiis, what in this Inſtance the 
Engliſh expreſſes in a ſingle Word: the 
Chardon a Bonnetier is ſimply the Te AZLI EE 
and the Inſect of Courſe, the Teazle Ca- 
terpillar. 


© The Anthor ſowed Back Wheat at one 
« and the ſame Time in theſe different 
«© Matters, i.e. pure Moſs, dry Plaiſter, | 
„ Park | 


18 


et Bark of Leather 4 Sand, Cotton, Shavinge 
of a New Fir, &c.“ Nov. 1482+ Art. 9 1 


.. What Kind of Plaiſter it was, in which 
the Experiment was made, the Reviewer 
ſeems to have taken due Pains: to difcover. 
It was certainly neither Cerat, nor Ba ſili- 
con; for they cannot properly be called 
dry Plaiſter: Suppoſe then the Emplaſtrum 
mercuriale, or Diachylon: do not they come 
nearer Mr. Bonnet's Deſcription of dry 


Plaiſter? Mr. Maty in a Note tells us, he 


had turned over his Dictionaries on the Oc- 
caſion; (and what could an ignorant Man 
do more?) but he doubted the DiQionaries 
having given him the right Tranſlation.“ 
Never fear: Il take the Diftionary's Word 
for a thouſand Paunds againſt ſuch a Ghoſt 
of a Reviewer. Not only the Dictionaries, 
but every old Woman, who has any pre- 
tenſions to French, will tell you the Engliſh 


Platras: but I doubt the Dictionaries having given 
ms the right Word, | MaTyY's Review. 
of 


SE 
of Platras is neither mercurial Plaiſter, nor 
Diachylon ; but Rubbiſh, or dry Plaſter, 


If it puzzled Mr. Maty to make out, 
what Platras ſignified : J was no leſs per- 
plexed to. difcover, what Mr, Maty himſelf 
meaned by Bark of Leather, 1 ſuppoſed 
it to be a metaphorical Flouriſh of that inge- 
nious Writer, denoting the out /ide of the Skin, 
or Hair, But the Word Leather not pro- 
perly comporting with the Hide or Skin, till 
after it had been tanned; I was led to 
think it might mean the Scrapings of Lea- 
ther, after it had come under the Currier's 
Hands. But ſtill, diſſatisfied with my In- 
terpretation of the Term, I referred to the 
Original: and there learned, that Mr. Bon- 
net had very clearly expreſſed his Mean- 
ing in the Word, Tan; which I preſume 
every body, but Mr. Maty, knows is Tan- 
ners Bark, and not Bark of Leather. 


Shavings of a new Fir. Several of Mr. 
Bonnet's Experiments with his Buck Wheat 
ſeem 


11 

tem whimſical ; but this the moſt whimiſi- 
cal of any. Shavings of new Fir ;—why 
he might as well have laid the Seed on a 


t, new Fir Floor. However, Mr. B nnet did 
P no ſuch Thing : he ſowed it not in Shavings 
if of new Fir, but in Green Fir Saw-duſt. 

4 From the preceding Remarks it will ap- 
*, pear, our R. viewer has not been very ſuc- 
o- . K ce6sful in the vegetable World: we will now 
11 attend him to the animal Syſtem; and ſce 
to it he can regain his Reputation there. 

a- < The firſt Treatiſe in the firſt Volnme 
1's te js called Traitè d' Inſectologie, ou Ob- 
In- * ſervations ſur les Pucerons, and ſur quel- 
the & ques eſpeces de Vers d'eau douce &c. i. e. 
on- * A Treatiſe on Inſectology, or Obſerva- 
an- tions on Grubs, and certain Species of 
INC 


* Worms living in ſoft F Water Nov 1782. 
7 Art, 8.) Pucerons, Grub: /—this comes of 
X gueſſing, The Reviewer happening to know, 
that Vers dean douce, figuitied Worm, that 


Z * Soft for freſh. A new Species of the Metonomy : by 
which the moſt improper Signification of a Word, the Die- 
tionaries will furniſh, is put for .he true and proper one: 
Provided the Water be freſh, Mr. Bonnet's Worms have 
no Objection to it, whether it be hard or ſoft, 
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lived in ſoft, or, according to the vulgar 
Mode of ſpeaking, freſß Water, took it for 
granted, that P.cerons muſt ſignify Inſects 
that lived in %t Earth, and called them 
Grubs. Whereas, having a Dictionary at 
his Elbow, ni knowing as he has already 
aſſured us,* how to make uſe of it; if he had 
looked out Puceron he would have been able 
to tell his Readers, that Mr, Bonnet's Pu- 
ceron were not Grubs, but Inſects of a very 
different Species, the Aphides, or Lice of 
Plants. 


* Polypuſles, it is known, have ſeven 
% Heads.” Nov. 1782. Art, 8.) One would 
have tuppofed the great Naturaliſt of the 
Britiſh Muſcum had been deſcribing the 
Lernzan Hydra: I ſhould have as ſoon 
ſuppoſed the Polypus had ſeventy Heads, 
as ſeven : and if thoſe Heads were no better 
than our Reviewer's, I am ſure they are 
not worth a Groat a Groſs. It has ſe- 
ven Tentacula, as Naturaliſts term them : 
but how came entacula to ſignify Heads? 
They have in the Polypus the rare of 


* See Canons, &e, Page 3r, 


Arms ; 
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Arms: and ſuch, when the Word is Angli- 
ciſed, they are always called. 


In deſcribing the Canna, which Kolbe 
ſuppoſes to be a Species of the Rein Deer, 
our Reviewer ſtiles it © one of the largeſt 
Meb. feeted Animals.“ July, 1782. Art. 14.) The 
Reader will of Courſe expect to find it only 
on the Banks of Rivers, or the Sea- Shore : 
and will be curious to hear of fome of its 
Pranks, as of plunging into the Stream to 
elude its purſuers, or ſeeking the Bottom of 
the Sea. For, in the Works of Creation, 
we know the Uſe of webbed feet is to aſſiſt 
the Animal in ſwimming: and as aflured- 
ly we know, that the Author of Nature con- 
fers on hisCreaturesnoProperties thatare not 
of Uſe; or, in other Words, does nothing in 
3X vain. What then ſhall we ſay, at finding the 
9 Meb, footed Canna, in the interior Parts of Afri- 
1 ca, ranging through Foreſts, and overparch- 
ed Heaths ; regardleſs of Rivers, Lakes, and 
4 Seas? Hath it eloped from the Station which 
its wiſe Creator aſſigned It? Inſtinct never 
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deviates thus: it is only the Beaſt of Reafon, 
that is ſubject to ſuch Eccentricities. Man 
is the only irregular Part of the Crea- 
tion: he is continually ſtarting from the 
Poſt aſſigned him; ever changing, and 
ever diffatisfied. One, deſtined by Nature 
to conduct a Puppet-Show, and direct the 
Movements of the wooden Perſonages of the 
Drama at Will, the little Tyrant of a coun- 
try Barn, flies from his proper Station, aim- 
ing at higher Things; and in ſuperior Aſ- 
ſemblies pines for that Rank and Conſe- 
quence, to which he is not entitled, and for 
which he was never deſigned. Another, 
meant to attend that Puppet-Shew, to blow 
the Trumpet, and diſtribute the Hand-Bills, 
flounces from his Station too; commences 
natural Philoſopher, Critic General, and Re- 
viewer. But no ſuch Irregularities are 
chargeable on our honeſt Canna : for he is 
a Cloven-footed Animal, and not Web-feeted. 


% The Livery Snail, ſo called from its 
ce Party Colours, being taken in its neſt, 
« and 


1 


« and placed in a Window, wove a ſilken 
« Web, &c.“ Nov. 1782. Art.8.} A Snall 
wove a Web!—for a Snail a very extra- 
ordinary Operation this truly, But might 
not our Author, who is certainly not the 
moſt correct Writer in the World, be guilty 
of ſome little Inaccuracy here ! Might nor 
ſome Caterpillar have woven the Web ; and 


te Snail, with its bituminous Matter, have 
limed it over ! And then if this Snail could 


breathe warm Air, which I do not take 
upon me to fay it did, but it was as likely 
to have done it, and in large Quantities too, 
as to have woven a Web; filling the Web 
ſo conſtructed with Air piping hot from its 
own Lungs, this curious Repuile furniſhes 
us with the Idea of a perfect Air Balloon. 
By the Nautilus we are faid to have been 
taught the Art of failing : and why might 


not Montgolfier have learned the Art of 
XX ſoaring in the Air from the Chenille livree ? 


Chenille, did I ſay? And how came Che- 
nille to ſignify a Snail? Aſk Mr. Maty, de 
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la Langue Francoiſe Profeſſeur. It is true 


he called it ſo: but it was at a Time, when 
he knew no better. In the Month of No- 
vember it was a perfect Snail ; and as ſuch 
lay full three Weeks unmoleſted in the 
Web, which the Reviewer had that Month 
ſo ingeniouſly woven for it: when an acci- 
dental Diſcovery, too late indeed to fave 
cur Critic's Credit, might have convinced 
him, that he was neither the completeſt 
Frenchman, nor moſt conſummate Natura- 
liſt, that ever undertook to teach the French 
Language, or write Criticiſms on Natural 
Hiſtory. That ſuch accidental Diſcovery 
ſet Things right in the next Month's Pub- 
lication, in Juſtice to Mr. Maty I think 
it my Duty to obſerve: and in Honour of 
the Zeal and Attention of Mr. Maty's 
Friend, the Archdeacon of St. Alban's, the 
Reader I am ſure will not be diſpleaſed to 
hear it explained. The Doctor in the 
warmth of Altercation had been told by a 
waſpiſh Fogeigner, that he was in the very 
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ſame Theatiſe ſometimes a Neceſſarian, 
and ſometimes an Anti-Neceſſarian, that 
in his Writing's he frequently contradicted 
his own Opinions, and deſtroyed the Force 
of his own Arguments, that he changed his 
Principles, and varied his Form, comme une 
Chenille. The Doctor applied to his Dic-- 
tionary for the proper Meaning of the Word 
Chenille and there found to his Surpriſe, 
that it was not a Snail, but a Caterpillar. 


On the Wings of Friendſhip he inſtantly. 
XX flew to Mr. Maty: and in the next Month's" 


Review was inſerted: © for Snail read Cater- 


pillar.” 


Poor Bonnet: how hard thy Fate! trea- 
ted with Neglect by the Careleflneſs of Dr. 


Hutton; and murthered by the Ignorance - 
of Maty. 


His Voice is a little more maſculine 
„ than that of a Child of the ſame Size, 


% but he hardly ſpeaks any thing but 
& Words, 


er 
| E 
lf i 1 & Words, ſuch as, yes, and no, good bye, 
| 5 bi 1 will, 1 wont,“ June, 1793, Page $18.} And 
1 6 18 may laſk what the Reviewer himſelf ſpeaks? 
1 Words, I humbly apprehend : though, if 
1 2 he ſpeak as he writes, oftentimes I confefs 
1%, q moſt unſortunately put together. Why 
FL. what a Face of Wonder! *You ſeem as 
1 | much furpriſed at the Diſcovery, as the 
| Mar in the Play; who had been talking 
Proſe all his Life, and did not know it. In 
your next Number, be fure to put the 
100 Printer in Fault; and tell us what you 
N 5 2 | 
«© The undoubted, and moſt-likely-to- 
* he: Place of its Birth, June, 1784, Arr. 5, } 
| The Reader will here obſerve a complete 
| Specimen of the Anti-Climax covpled with 
LAI: th! a moſt exquiſite Word, ſpick and ſpan new 
" 100 from the Reviewer's own inexhauſtible Mint. 
1 1 The Place, he tells us, was und oubted, | 
I and (ſomething one would expect, more 


indiſputably marking it, to follow); but no;) 
FIT 6. 


. 
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the Climax deſcends, and moſt-hkely-to-be, 
| fucceeds the firſt Epithet's pofitive Aſ- 
ſertion. I am ready to give all poſſible Cre- 
dit to the exquiſite Elegance of the com- 
ound Word; but muſt acknowledge my 
oubts, whether, nervous, and harmonious, 
and tranſcendently beautiful as it js, it will 
compenſate for the n 8 diminiſhed 


Force. wb 
* That wry growing ration e of tying xz 
* e Portmariteau' behind à lean Welch 
4 Fw Poney:“ Nov. 1783. Art. 8. I am much 
4 miftaken, if that be not à very Iriſh Way 
1 5 of doing it. I have ſeen a Poftmanteau 
11 | placed behind a horſeman : and I have heard 
MW of a Cart before aHorſe : but never of a Port- 
manteau being faſtened behind a Horſe, till 
now. 


3 *© He ſhould not conceive the Royal 
Society to be a Ghoſt, if Prieſtley ſate in 
wo 1 | © the.Chair of Newton,” July 1784. Art. 7. J 


Tho Reader will be pleaſed to compare 
this with March 1784, Art, 17. © That 
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e Toy upon the Table, the Ghoſt of that 
ee Society, &c. And according to this Ag- 
glomeration of fine Figures, all grafted, on 


a Stock above a Century old, he will find 


the Mace was a Ghoſt of a Ghoſt. fo truth, 


as will in its proper Place be evinced; he 


will find the Imagery, as our Reviewer 88 


it, which extorted from him the filly Ejacu- 
ations of Wonder and Adulation, was it- 


ſelf but a Ghoſt of old Oliver ; and thus ana- 


lyſed, with all the Critic's Imagery, and Hu- 
mour, will make a yery ghoſtly Ares. 


* 


« Tam repeatedly farmed, there malt 


be a due Fortion of Matter, which calls 


oo 29 Thought in every Review.“ 


IT Apr. 1784. Art 26 It would be a much more 
deſirable Piece of Information to the Read- 


er, could the Reviewer ſatisfy him on what 
Portion of every Review he has employed 


any Thought at all: for it is a general | 
Complaint, that it is ſo lightly laid on, there 
appear not the lighteſt Traces of it. 


 & How 


1 


% How unfortunate it is for you and 
«© 7, &c. Apr. 1784. Page zog.] The Re- 


05 viewer makes nothing of breaking Priſcian's 
nd Head; which he does in fo groſs and ſcan- 
ih, dalous a Manner, as in a Boy of twelve 
he Years old would merit the Chaſtiſement of 
. the Rod. 

zcu- if 

5 n PR < Theſe, ſome how or other, by the Mini- 
—_ 9 *« ſtry of Eratoſthenes, &c.“ How 1784. Art. .] 
Hu- 4 Some bow or otber.— What an elegant and 
ce. {poliſhed Phraſe: how claſſical; how gram- 
0 F atical ! 

calls | 

CW.” And now for a Piece of Criticiſm above 
more ll Comprehenſion, and below all Notice. 
\ead- I No, good Reader: I will not blot ſo much 
what q ; paper, as to give it you. But J refer you to 
loyed WY: under the Article Diſertation fur la Meil- 


>neral . ure Forme des Soulzers, Jan. 1784. Art. 14.1 
here | f „What have you got to ſay now, Mr. 
1 Critic? Aye, Sir, what have you got to 
3 * fay now? Make a Motion, you urs 
a, (b—t your Eyes you Dog) 
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& make a Motion, and we will call for 
ce the queſtion, &c, &c.“ 


If this Extract from the Article alluded 
to be not ſufficient, uſq. ad Nauſeam: the 


Reader is appriſed where to apply for a 
more copious Draught. 


Theſe Inſtances out of thouſands, that 
this Author's Works will furniſh in Proof of 
Ignorance and llliterature, which would dif- 
grace a Man of common Education, mark 
in him, who makes Pretentions to ſuperior 
Learning, ſets himſelf up as a Judge of Li- 
terature, and builds his Fame, and even his 
Fortunes on it, intolerable Ignorance either 
of himſelf, or others. If he know not him- 
ſelf, he is an object of public Pity: if he do, 
he inſults the Public, and merits their Re- 
ſentment. I, however, have lived too long 
in the World, to be out of Humour with 
every Aſs, that aſſumes the Lions Port, and 
affects to roar; but when the filly Animal 

runs 


Ins 


( 4s J 


runs wild, and kicks, as well as A 


deſerves a Flagellation. 


But ft muſt not yet take final Leave of 
my Reviewer : before I quit his monthly 
Labours, | beg to ſubmit i it to the Reader, if 
this Prime of the Scientific Boaſt of the Royal 
Society be not as unqualified to write com- 
mon Senſe on the moſt c common Occaſions ; ; 
as he is, in the Capacity of a Critie, i incom- 


petent to review any Species of Literature 
above the Hiſtories of Jack Keren. 


- In Proof of his, behold the Author's Ad- 
vertiſement at the Head of his Work, foll- 
citing the Affiſtance of the Public. I aver 
there is not an Auctioncer on the Long Lift 
in the Morning Papers, from'Chriftie that 
deals in old Beds and Bugs, to Tatterſal, 
who knocks down, with rival Dexterity, 
lame Horſes and rotten Harneſs, from, whom 
this Critic might not learn, 


Ar abs Bottom of his Frontiſpiece I find 
this Advertiſement, © All Communica- 


tions 


[ 46 } 


* tions, which the Author may reject with- 
ct out aſſigning a Reaſon, will be thank- 
e fully received.” The Reaſon why 
Communications would be thankfully re- 
ceived; from the Frame of the Adver- 
tiſement one would ſuppoſe to be, in der 
that the Author might reject them without 
aſſigning | a Reaſon, But the Implication of 
the Sentence is more general: it is a para- 
Phraſtic Declaration, that all Communica- 
tions whatever will be thankfully received: 
for the Author will aſſuredly have it in his 
Power to reject any he pleaſes; the Com- 
municator poſſeilting no Right to call him 
to Account for ſuch Rejection, either by 
any Proceſs at Common Law, or by a. Bill 
of Honour in the Court of Parnaſſus. 


Of theſe different Conſtructions how- 
ever the unfortunate Author of an unfortu: 
nate Review, (I uſe his own Words) mean- 
ed neither the one or the other. A very 
ſhort Inſertion would have made Senſe of 
the Adyertiſement, and expreſſed the Re- 

viewer's 


L 47 1 


viewer's meaning. I will help, him to it: 
thor gh | Will be anſwerable. the liule 
Animal's Pride will not ſuffer him to adopt 


the Emendation on his next new blue 
Cover. 


All Advertiſements, which, without Of- 
« fence to the Authors, the Reviewer may 
<. reject without aſſigning a Reaſon, will 
< be thankfully received.“ 


Since the Reviewer's Refignation of ihe 
office of Secretary to the Royal Society, be 
has tried his Hand at another Advyeiito- 


ment, which is affixed to the Tail of his 
Review; and i is 10 the allowing Pu pot. 


66 The "Wer of this Geek, having 
Fc refigned. his office of Secretary to the 


£ 


4 


% Royal Society, has Hill one Hour of every 
% Day, which he wiſhes to employ in 
aſſiſting Gentlemen or Ladies, &c.” Does 
not the Word, Hill, I apply to the com- 

| | mon 
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mon Diſcornment of every Retder, imply; 
that the Author by engaging in ſome 
mw Employ had, notwithfanding, an Hour 
of the Day, in which he would be at Lei- 
fure to teach Maſters and Miſſes their 
Leflons? But nothing is more foreign to 
His Meaning, than this. He has given vp 
an employ, and fo far from till having one 
Hour in the Day to ſpare, he has I ſuppoſe 
an Hour more to ſpare, than he had be- 
fore. Some Men have a peculiar Facility 
in Blundering : happy Man ! who in ſpite 
of Blunders, immenſe in Size, and infinite 
in Number, can plume himſelf on Abili- 
ties he does not pofſefs: and, himſelf a ſha- 
dow, has his Shadows too. One Thing 
however I muſt in Candour acknowledge 
In Favour of oor Authors Work, and, 
tough a Critic, 1 will aſſure my Reviewer, 
Jam more fond of diſcovering Beauties, 
than detecting Faults, it boaſts a Degree of 
uncommon Conſiſtency ; being throughout, 
Body and Breecher, and from Head 0 Tail, 
a Compoſition, that ſets Grammar and com- 
mon Senſe at Defiance. | 


Having 


F 


Having thus far followed our Critic 
through a few of the multitudinous Inſtan- 
ces of Ignorance and Illiterature, that oc- 
cur in the Courſe of his Review ; I ſhould 
now have ſhaken Hands with him, had not 
a late Publication or two, by ſome attribu- 
ted to Mr, Maty, by others to the joint- 
Labours of him and his Coadjutor the 
Archdeacon of St. Albans,* carried my Re- 
marks ſomewhat beyond the Extent, to 
which my firſt Intentions had determined 
them: for in thoſe I find both Words and 
Facts, that deſerve particular Notice. But 


* Others again have aſcribed thoſe Publications to A 
Triumvirate : of which the Archdeacon is the great Man, 
and no Doubt has great Views and great Reſentments. 
This great Leader little Maty /equitur non Paſſibus ægquis: 
he has his little Views and little Reſentments. And, as 
according to the Canoniſts, ** tres faciunt Collegium.“ 

Dr. Hutton is aſſociated with them; and of little Conſe- 
quence himſelf, I am ſoriy to find he has ſo little Senſe 
too, as not to perceive that he has been made through the 
whole Buſineſs the Cat's-paw of others. This little Af. 
ſociation, for the readier Diſpatch of Buſineſs have, I am 
informed their diſtint Departments: the great Doctor 
dictates, the little Doctor writes, and Mr. Maty on all 


dubious Occaſions with due Diligence turns over the 
Dictionary. 


H before 
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before I direct my Attention to Facts, I 
muſt not paſs over the Reviewer's Critique 
on a Speech, printed for Dr. Hor ſley's : Iy- 
ing ſo directly as it does within the Pro- 
vince, I have in theſe Pages aſſumed. 
With undiftinguiſhingTaſte, what merits Ri- 
dicule, in that Piece of Oratory is by our ju- 
dicious Critic moſt admired : and the whole 
Article puts me in Mind of Moliere's Me- 
dical Examination, Euge! Mirifice! Marveil- 
leuſement! 


When I ome to the Toy on the Table,” 
| and hear the unlettered Critic's filly Exclama- 
| tions; I know not whether, rather to re- 
+ gard with Pity his Ignorance of a Fact, 
5 with which every Girl that has read the 
Fl Hiſtory of England is acquainted ; or with 

. 8 | . © 2 
A Reſentment his Aſſurance, in palming it on 
\ 404 
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the Public, as a Picce of original Humour. 
Does he not know, or can he think his 
Readers do not ; that. ſubſtituting Toy for 
Bauble, this marvellous Stroke of Wit 1s 
the trite Idea, and arch Ridicule of old 
Nol, In the Mouth of Oliver indeed, and 

upon 
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upon the Occaſion, on which he uſed the 
Alluſion, it had, beſides Originality, Apt- 
neſs, Character, and real Humour: but 
as retailed by our Orator, it loſt all its 
Flavour. The Critic never more miſre- 
preſents Dr. Horſley, nor the Public more 
widely err in their Eſtimation of him; than 
when they give him Credit for Imagina- 
tion. The Doctor has a plodding Genius, 


and poſſeſſes a good ſtrong Head: but is 


abſolutely devoid of Imagination, Judg- 
ment, and Taſte. 


But if the Reviewer thus admire the 
Doctor's Toy on the Table; he is quite in 
Raptures with his feeble Amateur, Here 
however, dropping the Strain of Ridicule, 
may I ſeriouſly expoſtulate with the fluent 
Orator ; and aſk what he means by Terms 
ſo indecently applied? The Royal Society, 
Sir, was inſtituted for the Purpoſes of pro- 
moting knowledge, And the Man, who, 
though he may not have confined his Stu- 
dies to any ſingle Branch of Science, in his 
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large Graſp embraces Knowledge of every 
kind; courting it, not for a pitiful Subſiſt- 
ence, but.through real Love ; who devotes 
his Time and Fortunes to the glorious Pur- 
ſuit ; cheriſhing and ſupporting in others 

the Love of Science, which he feels him- 
ſelf: he, Sir, is an Honour to the Royal 
Society, an Honour to any Society, to the 
firſt literary Society in the World. And if 
Men of this Deſcription be the feeble Ama- 
teurs, whom the threatened Seceſſion * 
ſhall deſert : leave but a few ſuch as 
theſe behind, and depend on it the Royal 
Society will flouriſh under Auſpices ſo pro- 
pitious ; when the Name of Horſley is 
forgotten, and Faction, with Maty, fled. 


And can you, Mr. Reviewer, conceive 
your Rhapſody of general Admiration does 
due Honour to Dr. Horſley's Oration? 
Shame on ſuch a lazy Critic! You ought 
to have expatiated on the ſeveral Beauties 


* See Authentic Narrative, Page 66. 


it 


11 


it contained; and not have ſuffered à Par- 
ticle of ſo rare a Compoſition to have paſſed 
unnoticed: to which, ſince you have neg- 
lected it, I will, pro viribus, endeavour to 
do Juſtice ; ¶ how Jucceſsfully, it my be 28 
the World to ſay.) 


* Dr. Hor/ky then roſe, and ſpoke in 
<« the following Terms. 
« Mr. Prefident, 


% Twenty Years are 3 elapſed, 


« Fc. Ke. 


Mark the Dignity of the Exordium : of 
which however thoſe, who did not ſee the 
aſſumed Conſequence of the Orator at the 
Moment, loſe more than half the Beauty. 

* (It is for the World to ſay, how ſuc- 
cesfully.”) How pretty, how modeſt, how 
truly Ciceronian ! 

© have ſitten in its Councils, I have 
* borne one of its higheſt Offices, &c.“ 
The Dr. hates Egotiſms, ſo does Mr. Ma- 
ty, ſo does every good Critic, and fo dol. 


* dce Authentic Narrative, Page 36. 
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* Tf I could confider the Motion, as 4 


mere Compliment to the Preſident ; ha- 
eving neither Retroſpect, nor Conſequences, 


_ © would be one of the foremoſt to concur 


* in it.“ His conditional Acquieſcence 
in the Motion propoſed, if I underſtand 
the Orator, amounts preciſely to this: if 


the Motion of Approbation of the Pre ſident's 


Conduct had no Retroſpect to his paſt Conduct; 
and the Reſolution to ſupport him in his Pre- 
tenſions extended to no future Pretenſions; 1 
would do ſomething, which amounts to no- 
thing. This is neither a Metonymy, nor 
Metaphor ; nor yet an Hyperbole : but a 
Kind of Figure much uſed by modern 


Orators, and ſome modern Reviewers, and 


is denominated NoNsENSE. 
© You would rather, Sir, that I ſhould 


make your Plan of Government a Topic 


ce of publick Debate, [abuſe] than that I 
* ſhould calumniate your Character in 
Private.” Can any thing pourtray a 


more open and ingenuous Mind, than this 
naked 


* 


„ 
naked Declaration? I am determinated, 
&© Sir, to load you with falſe and ſlanderous 
* Charges: had you not therefore rather 
e have them urged againſt you in public, 
* than in private?.” Let not the Friends 
of our Orator ſay, he meaned no ſuch thing 
as Slander, when he uſed the Word Calum- 
niate: our Orator would not thank- them 
for excuſing his Heart, at the expence of 
his Head. High. minded Men (an epither 
the Dr. is fond of“) had much rather be 
called Knaves, than Fools. Nor is our 
Orator, though the greateſt Mathematician 
in the Society, Mr. Maty excepted, 
ſo little verſed in Languages, eſpecially his 
own; as not to know, that Calumny fig- 
nifies a Slander, a falſe Charge; and to 
calummate, to charge falſely or to ſlander. 


cc Ar 


* See Authentic Narrative, Page 50. 


The Dr. ſeems to have got into an unpleaſant Situation: 
he muſt either acknowledge his Ignorance, or his Wick- 
edneſs; a Defe& in Knowledge, or in Virtue. Utrum 
Malit, accipiat. But indeed, while he can talk, in a 
Pamphlet partly his ewn Manufacture, and a Sentence 

which 


1 


« At the preſent Seaſon he [the Preſi- 
% dent] neither needs Support, nor have 
„ the Society any Support to give him.“ 
This is merely a Rhetorical Flouriſh. For 
the Orator, gentle Reader, knows as well 
as you or I, that three or four to one in the 
Prefident's Fayour, on every Queſtion that 
concerns him, are a conſtant Support, and 
Aſſurance, that his Meaſures by the Soct- 
ety at large are approved. 


Reſpecting 
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which from certain Traits I conceive to be purely his own, 
of the Contempt thrown upon the Statutable Mode of 
Election, preſcribed by our Ancęſtors;“ * [our Ance/> 
zors in the Royal Society: ] his Ignorance of the Language 
will ftand on Record, let him take Shame to himſelf, in 
the above Inſtance, on whichever of thoſe Points he 
pleaſe. Or let him call in his Friend Maty; who, when 
himſelf a Servant of the Society, had the effrontery in 
exculpation of Dr. Hutton to aſſert, that he had carried 
for Six Months in his Pocket that very Letter, which the 
Dr. had been unjuſtly charged with Neglect in anſwering: 

cannot he take the Sentence now in Queſtion on himſelf; 
his literary Character, after what has in the preceding 
Pages appcared, cannot greatly ſuffer; and thus do away 
the Charge of Ignorance on ſo great a Man? 
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See Hiftory of Inſtances of Excluſion, Page 16. 
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Reſpecting the Smuggled Vote, meant 
to exculpate Dr. Hutton: the Orator ac- 
knowledges, © many had been aſked to 
“ come down; but not aſked for their 
&* Votes.” Obſerve the Dexterity, with 
which the Charge of having taken the So- 
ciety by Surpriſe is parried. We aſked 
* our Friends only to come down: we 


* did not aſk them for their Votes; no no: 
* for of thoſe we were ſure.” 


Talk not of dipping in the Liffe, the 
Shannon, or the Boyne : true Bronze is the 
Gift of Nature. Firm and collected under 
this Vizard of more than treple Braſs, our 
Orator exultingly exclaims: © why was 
&« not 1 put to Shame and Silence, when 
ſtanding on this Floor I averred, as I 
do ſtill aver, that nothing worthy of Cen- 
ſure could be laid to Dr. Hutton's Charger” 
If Charges, that the Orator knew did lie 
againſt Dr. Hutton, if ſpecific Charges, 
that were brought againſt him, Charges of 
Neglect, that, in Conſequence of being 
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4 
ſpecified and proved, determined the So- 
ciety at large to approve the Conduct of the 
Prefident and Council, reſpecting the Or- 
der that produced Dr. Hutton's Refignati- 
on, could not put a Man, who averred 
what our Orator did aver, to Shame: if the 
frequent Interruptions he occafionally ex- 
perienced from the loud and almoſt general 


Cry of < Order, Order, Shame, Shame;” 
if the leſs loud Reflections, on Conduct 


fuch as his, of © Scandalous,” infamous, 
which tranſpired through the Room, could 
not put a Man to Shame: the Orator's 
Queſtion was a pertinent one; and inter- 
rogatively proves, according to the Socra- 
tic Method of arguing, that there are Men, 
whom nothing will put to Shame. O Face, 
Face; thou enviable Poſſeſſion: thou firſt 
and laſt requifite, in the Formation of rhe 
finiſhed Orator : reſpecting him before us, 
his Manner, his Harangue, thou totum in 
ioto, et totum in qualibet Parte | 


The Orator has in this Harangue fre- 


quently alluded to the Preſident's Breakfaſts: 


which 


%F a eB, 


Se 


LT 13 


which is truly Homeric. The old Greek 
never paſſed unnoticed an Opportunity of 
deſcribing good eating and drinking : and 
as between Poetry, eſpecially the Epic, and 
Oratory, there is a cloſe Connection; no 
one will blame our Orator for following ſo 
great a Maſter. In this Inſtance however 
his Alluſion goes farther than he intended; 
as he plainly Eulogiſes, where he means 


to faſten Blame. For to preſs into the Con- 


troverſy a Mode of Acting, equally worthy 
of the Gentleman and the Scholar, and de- 
riving particular Propriety from the Preſi- 
dent's Situation, reflects the higheſt Honour 
on a Character, which Malevolence is driv- 
en to ſuch paltry Shifts to impugn. 


* Chartered Rights,” are very good 
Words; whether uſed at the India Houle, 
or the Royal Society: in animated Haran- 
gues they are very ornamental too: and 
it our Orator's frequent Repetition of them 
fla tten on any Ear; it is only becauſe we 
have been ſo bored with them, ever ſince 


CHARLES Fox, Heaven forgive him! 
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invaded a wealthy Company's Chartered 


* 
Rights in India. I was however never un- 


der any Concern about our own; guarded 
as they are by a double Security: one, the 
Thunder of Dr. Horſely's Eloquence; the 
other, that the Society poſſeſſes neither 


Gold, nor Silver Mines, no Channels of 


Commerce, and few dirty Acres. 


6 muſt obſerve, that the Practice of 
“ Preſidents hathj hitherto been, never to 
* fign any Candidate's Certificate.” The 
Orator ſays ſo: though he does not mean 
it. This is a new Species of the Metony- 
my : by which a certain Form of Words is 
fubſtituted for another Form of Words, ex- 
preſſing the direct contrary. The Figure is 
by Scholaftic Diſputants framed a NE QuiD 
VERI; in polite Circles it is denominated 
an UNTRUTE; by the Wranglers in Weſt- 
minſter-Hall, a FarsITyY ; and the eloquent 
Sifterhood of Billingsgate call ita LIE. We all 
know, and ſo does the Orator, that the Pre- 
ſident does ſign the Certificates of Perſons of 
the firſt Rank that are hung up. And the 
Cuftom, which has been obſerved by Pre- 


ſidents, of ſigning the Certificates only of 
| ſuch 


11 


ſuch, hath prevailed in Compliment to the 
Dignity of the Preſident, and not as a Bar 
to his Interference in Elections. 


Our Orator finally cloſes his Harangue 
with a humble Attempt at Wit: a Species 
of Wit that ſuits his Genius, as it requires 
little of the Powers of Imagination. It con- 
ſiſts in a ridiculous Speech, put into the 
Mouth of the Perſon, at whom the Ha- 
rangue is pointed, the more ridiculous the 
better; a Speech which he did not uſe, 


which with Propriety he could not have 


uſed: and which from the apparent Abſur- 
dity, that, ſo applied, it carries with it, 
might have been received with Acclamations 
at Coachmaker's Hall; but would “ have 
ſpoken Buffoonery in an Aſſembly of Phi- 
loſophers, whoſe Ears are tuned only to 
the Voice of ſaber Truth. 


Thus much for the gentle Philipic; which 
our AuTHEN TIC NARRATOR hath handed 


* Would have : for alas! the greateſt Part of this 


brilliant Oration, vamped up with ſo much Labour for 
the Preſs, was never ſpoken, 
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1991 
down to poſterity, graven on the immortal 
Monument of his own Page. But there 


ſtill lives in the Tablet of my Memory ano- 


ther Speech of the ſame great Orator : 


which, though not recorded in that Repo- 
fitory of brilliant Orations, 


Si quid mea Carmina pollint, 


mall not fink into Oblivion: for nothing ſure- 
ly can drop from the Hyblæan Lips of fo 
powerful an Orator, that does not deſerve re- 
cording. By Way of Supplement therefore to 
the valuable Publication alluded to, far as 
my Memory ſerves me, it ſhall be mine 
in the glowing Tints of Criticiſm, emulative 
of Mr. Maty's Fame, to emblaze ſome few 
of the ſhining Paſſages, in that Oration, which 
ſtruck me moſt: for the more clear Eluci- 
dation of which muſt entreat the Reader's In- 
dulgence, while I enter a little, and I will 
go but a little, into the Occaſion of it. 


Mr. Maty, for Mr. Maty can on ſome 
Occafians pretend to Feelings, who fince 
the 
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the Reſignation of Dr. Horſley had ſupplied 
the Place of Secretary to the Royal Society, 
conſcious that his Conduct was inimical to 
the Intereſts of that Society, and notwith- 
Aanding determined to gratify his Reſent- 
ment, however Science might ſuffer from 


the Confuſion he contributed his Mite to 


create, thought he could with Decency no 
longer retain his Office; of which he there- 
fore made a voluntary Refignation, and took 
his Seat on the Bench, cloſe by Dr. Horſley : 
where the Reader might have ſeen the 
Par nobile, like the two Kings of Brentford, 
{melling on the ſame Noſegay, compoſed of 
Vanity and Adulation. 


The above Refignation having made way 
for a new Election, Dr. Blagden was pro- 
poſed as a Gentleman well qualified to fill 
the vacant Office. And publicly to aſſert 
his Right, the ſame Right that every other 
member of the Society claimed, of folicit- 
ing in Fayour of the Perſon, he might think 
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1 64 1 
beſt qualified, the Votes and Intereſt of his 


Friends, the Prefident ſent a circular Card 


to every Member of the Society ; recom- 
mending Dr, Blagden, and requeſting their 
Support of him at the enſuing Election. 


The Reader, who may have heard of the 
Diſſentions in the Royal Society, as they are 
miſnamed, only in the Details of a little 
Faction, as they are there miſrepreſented, 
will be ſurpriſed to hear me talk of the 
Preſident aſſerting his Right to an Indul- 
gence, which every other Member claimed: 
but among other abſurd, wild, and inſup- 
portable Motions, which the modeſt Doctor 
propoſed, one was, that the Preſident 
of the Royal Society ſhould be the only 
& Member of it, who ſhould be precluded 
« from ſoliciting Votes, or interfering in 
ce the Society's Elections.“ Such a Mo- 
tion attracted, as might be ſuppoſed, a 
merited Degree of Ridicule; but the Doc- 
tor's Heart defied the piercing Shafts of 


Shame : 
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- Shame : the Lip may quiver, and the Cheek 
turn pale, but Orators muſt neyer bluſh. 


At the Meeting next after the Receipt of 
the Preſident's Card, Dr. Horſley rifing 
with proper Dignity, 


LP Slow from his Seat as roſe the Pylian Sage,“ 


pulled the Preſident's Card out of his Pock- 
et, and begun a Speech, which would de- 


mand the beſt Powers of Criticiſm, to do 
Juſtice to it. 


« I found, ſays the Orator, on the Ta- 

e ble of a Right Rev. Lord, this Card“ 
&c. How far the Right Rev. Lord might be 
obliged to his Reyerend Chaplain for lug- 
ging him into an Altercation, which can 
refle& no Honour on Dr. Horſley or any 
of his Adherents, is no Buſineſs, indulgent 
Reader, either of your's, or mine. The 
Province I have undertaken, is only to il- 
luſtrate the Art of Oratory, and its Powers: 
which no one poſſeſſes in ſo high a Degree, 
K as 
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as our. Archdeacon. The Reader will here ob- 


111 4 * 


ferve with what Addrefs he covers himſelf 
with an Epiſcopal Mitre; and under it, as 
under a Helmet ot Braſs, deal out the feather- 


ed ſhaft of Ridicule, and the keen Scarchings 


of acrimonious Bile. * Without particula- 
riſing. on the Dialogue that followed, as I 
would not miſrepreſent, and alas! I have it 
not before me, neither he nor His Friend 
Maty having vamped i it up for- -public In- 
ſpection, it appeared, in the Courſe of it, 
ce that the Right Rev. Lord aſked the Rev: 
* Dodtor, what he thought of that Card:“ 
and that the Rev. Doctor replied, cc it Was 
6.2; Conge « d'elire: at which his Lordſhip 


laughed.“ From this little, artful, nice, 
ado. bappy Turn, the Orator gave his 


Auditors to underſland how fine muſt be 


that Ridicule, which could difarrange the 
grave, ſet, Features of a Prelate ; and diſ- 
ſolve the ſolemn Form of an. Epiſcopal 
Countenance in Riſibility. And Mr. Ma- 
ty too, who had properly prepared his 
riſible Muſcles to receive the Wit that he 

knew 


L of 1 


knew was coming, to add to the Effect, 
laughed very heartily at the Repetition of 
it. In the Name of Wonder, an ordinary 
Genius may exclaim, how could a Congo 
d'elire on this Occaſion ever enter into Dr. 
Horſley's Head! Perhaps he has it much 
at Heart: and ſhould he ever experience 
in his own gtacious and graceful Perſon 
what it realy means; how happy mult that 
Chapter be, which is bleſt with ſo meck, 
ſo humble, and Peace-loving a Prelate ! 


In a certain Part of the Harangue, as the 
Orator was carried forward in Raptures of 
moſt ſublime Energy, his Bile roſe to ſuch 
a Height, as'I recolle& became very offenfive 
to the Aſſembly and produced a Degree of 
Interruption by the Cry of,“ Shame, Shame; 


* Fye, fye ! On which, with his ſturdy Staff 


in his Hand, and Countenance unembar- 
raſſed, he pauſed a little, and then reſu- 
med his Oration with, I am not intimi— 
& dated, —How tremendous on the Oc- 
caſion was his Appearance! equalled by 
nothing I can recolle& in Hiſtory antient 
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or modern, except perhaps the great Athe- 
nian general, who, when tried by the Judges 
upon a charge of peculation, ſhewed them 
the Hilt of his Sword. But, notwithſtand- 
ing this aſſumed Intrepidity, a Whiſper of 
ExevLis1oN tranſpiring through the Room, 
the Harangue was cloſed ſomewhat abruptly, 
with the Recommendation of Dr, Hutton, an 
excellent Mathematician, and as ſuch, a Per- 


ſon properly qualified for the Office of prin- | 
cipal Secretary to the Royal Society. 


After obſerving that a profound Know- 
ledge of the Mathematics is not the Quali- 
fication moſt requiſite in the Secretary of the 
Royal Society ; that a general Acquaintance 
with the Sciences and claſſical Learning are 
of much more Conſequence in that Depart- 
ment; that it was plainly judged ſo at the 
laſt Election, when Mr. Maty, as much 
inferior to Dr. Hutton in mathematical, as 
he has been hitherto ſuppoſed ſuperior to 
him in claſſical Learning, eaſily bore away 
from him the Palm: I muſt add that Dr. 


Hutton's 


191 

Hutton's Tranſlations, whether executed by 
himſelf, or procured from others, are ge- 
nerally inelegant, and from Miſapprehen- 
fion of the reſpective Authors, in no few 
Inftances erroneous and falſe. And I ho- 
neſtly recommend it to Dr. Hutton, to fic 
quiet, left a future Edition of the Canons 
of Criticiſm ſhould appear, cum An- 
DENDIS. | 


o 


If my Reader be not as fond of a Conge 
d'elire, as Dr. Horſley; I muſt aſk his 
Pardon for introducing to him another : 
which not many Days after the lamentable 
Figure our perſevering Orator had made at 
the Meeting laſt alluded to, I found, not 
on the Table of a Right Rev. Lord, but on 
my own: recommending Dr. Hutton, as 


a proper Perſon to ſucceed Mr. Maty. 
This Conge d' elire was generally attributed 
to Dr. Horfley ; though his known Modeſty 
did not permit him to ſubſcribe it, Un- 
fortunately however for the Doctor, whoſe 
Charaſteriſtic is not Conſiſtency, this ſame 
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Dt. Hutton was the moſt exceptionable 


Man; that could have been fixed on: for, 
excluſive of a Deficiency in Qualifications to 


which I have already alluded, he had been 
only a few Months before removed from a 


Secretaryſhip of the Society for the Neg- 
lect of Duty. The Doctor's Conge d'elire 
therefore had of Courſe on the ſucceeding 


Ballot the Fate that might have been ex- 
pected. F 


And now one Word of Advice to the 


Conſequential Doctor, and I have done 


with him. He will do well to conſider, 
that he continues Fellow of the Royal So- 
ciety on SUFFERANCE : having rendered 
himſelf ſtrictly and ſtatutably expellable for 
DzramaTION. He will do well to ſup- 
preſs his Choler, mind his more immediate 
Concerns, and fit quiet on the Seat he owes 
to the Lenity of the Society; nor with fu- 
ture Inſolence interrupt the Harmony and 


good Order of the Place. | 


As 


1 


As to the Doctor's Friend and Colleague 
Mr. Maty, I wiſh he would read more, and 
write leſs: that the Public may not have 
Occaſion for future Canons of Criticiſm. 
The Plan on which I ſet out was to criticiſe 
Words; I beg his Petulance, his Imperti- 
nence, and Inſolence may not force me to 
criticiſe ſeriouſly on Facts: in which Caſe, 
indifferent as his Head is, I entertain ſtrong 
puſpicions, there may be diſcovered a worſe 
Part about him. 


Pity, that Things moſt excellent are liable 
to be moſt abuſed! The Plea of Liberty hath 


been known to produce Licentiouſneſs A- 
narchy, and Rebellion: the falſe Cry of Re- 
ligion hath given Scope to ſanguinary Diſ- 
poſitions to riot even to Satiety in Cruelty 
and Blood: and the Pretence of Conſcience 
hath ſometimes been made the Pandar of 
Oſtentation and Parade. Were I inclined 
to make Remarks on Mr. Maty's Conſci- 
ence, the Delicacy of which hath often 
ſounded his Fame; I might be led to ex- 
claim with the Satyriſt,— 


« Ut nemo in ſere tentat deſcendere !”— 
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I might be induced to wonder, how he be- 
came Succeflor in the Britiſh Muſeum to 
that able and intelligent Naturaliſt the late 
Dr. Solander. The Department of Natural 
Hiſtory and Antiquities, demands a Man of 
Knowledge in thoſe Branches of Science, to 
diſcharge the Truſt, with Satisfaction to him» 
ſelf, and Reputation to his Country: for the 
literary Reputation of a Country depends 
on the Abilities and Character of thoſe who 
are appointed to public Poſts of literary 
Truſt. And ſhould it be a Fact, a known 
Fact, that Mr. Maty is perfectly ignorant 
of the former; and that he has himſelf de- 
clared, © he is no great Connoiſeur in 
“ Antiquities,” * when he intruded him- 
ſelf into that Department, unqualified as 
he was, Candour might aſk, where lay 
Conſcience, and all its delicate Feelings? 
And Truth would anſwer, faſt aſleep in 


* Sec Reviews, March 1784, Art. 6.] 


* Of this the confuſed State, in which the Antiquities 
there depoſited lie, is too glaring a Proof. Indeed it is a 
Reproach to the Curators, to ſuffer ſuch Neglect: it is a 
Reflection on our Country ; and Foreigners, as they are 
diſpoled, ſome ſmile, ſome pity, and all complain of it. 


2 
* 
"> 


N 1 


Suite of good Apartments in the Britiſh Mu- 
ſeum, with the comfortable Appendage of 
a hundred Pounds a Lear. Thoſe pli- 
able Conſciences are very convenient 
Things; as they are calculated both for 
uſe and ſhew. And Mr. Maty's tends to 
convince me, that he has adopted the good 
old miniſterial Maxim <© that every Man 
* is fit for every Thing he likes, and 
can get. Till this Place is refigned, vo- 
funtarily reſigned ; I defire to hear no more 
of * Mr. Maty's uncommon Proofs of his 
«high Integrity and Delicacy of Conſci- 


22 


When our learned Author and Review- 
er, with the Memorial of whoſe Excellen- 
cies I am afraid to tire my Reader, fal- 
ters and nods, in literary Concerns, which 
he does not underſtand, we only laugh 
and pity him: but when he wilfully mil- 
repreſents plain and known Matters of 
Fact with a View to miſlead, when he 
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| throws out Falfities with the wicked In- 


tention of deceiving the Public, and in their 


Eftimation thereby injuring — 


whoſe ſuperior Merit 


— 


———przgravat infra. n 
80 poſitos — — 


— — — Ar 


he merits a ſeverer Retribution chan my 
milky Pen can give. When he aſſerted, 
that the Succeſſor of Dr. Hutton reſided at 
Chelſea, in Order to aſperſe the Characters 
of the Preſident and Council with the Im- 
putation of Partiality and Caprice, did he 
not know he lived in thePariſh of St. George, 
Weſtminſter? Yes: and as a Relation of 
that very Gentleman, it is natural to conceive 
he knew more : knew at the Moment he 
framed the Falfity, that he had a Houſe 
then fitting up for him in the Pariſh of St. 
Martin. If the former Charge comport 
litle with Pretenfions to Conſcience: this 


latter, I am afraid, impeaches his Veracity 
no leſs. 


ut 


12 

But I forbear to criticiſe his Character 
further: I would not have proceeded fo 
far, had it not in the two preceding Arti- 
cles, been fo cloſely connected with the Ob- 
Jets of our preſent Enquiry ; his Abilities, 
and his Conduct, in Places of LiteraryTruft. 
He is now no longer Secretary of the Roy- 
al Society; and I congratulate the Society 
on the happy exchange of a bad Secretary 
for a very good one. Such Proceedings, as on 
the Part of himſelf and his Abettors have 
been carried on, muſt for a Moment have 
hurt the Dignity of the Society in the Eye of 
the Literary World: I am happy however 
to find ſo great a good has ariſen from it; 


* © Aliquiſque Malo fuit Uſus in illo.” 


But the Society has ſome Demands on 
Mr. Maty ſtill unſatisfied. Why have not the 
Orders of the Council, to deliver up thoſe 
Papers of the Society, which are till in his 
Hands, been complied with ? Why is not 
| op the 
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the Index to the Tranſactio ns, for the ma- 


king of which, he long ago received 2001. 


in a more forward State; or indeed why is 


it not finiſhed ? Let theſe remaining Du- 


ties of his Truſt be diſcharged ; and I will 


ſay nothing of the ſhameful Incorrectneſs, 
with which the Tranſactions have been 
printed; I will ſay nothing of the diſgrace- 
ful Table of Errata annexed to Mr. Woulfe's 
Paper, and which was not till two Years 
after the Publication of the Volume inſert- 
ed, and then at the particular Remonſtrance 
of Woulfe : but will in a Moment eaſe him 
of his painful Senſations, by terminating 
my Critique, in recommending to his Notice 
a very ſhort Hiſtory of a very inſignificant 


Animal. 


The Ichneumon is a little, buſy, 


impertinent, contemptible Fly; in the 


Compoſition of which the Author of Na- 
ture hath infuſed a oreat Degree of Iraſci- 
bility, and armed it with a long Sting but 
that Sting ſo flexile, aud feeble, that it has 


not 


11 


not power to do much Harm. 


tified ſerves only to cehſume itſelf: 
will ſtrike an Elephant, though it cannot 


perforate a Mouſe, 


Every 
Thing excites its Ire, and its Ire un 


it 
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ITT E did the Author of the fol- 
lowing Pages think, when he firſt 
threw the Trifle on the Public, that they 
would have excited among the Fraternity 
of Periodical Critics an Alarm as great and 
general, as if the whole Craft were in 


Danger. 


* One ſtigmatiſes the Production as ſcur- 
rilous; and has diſcovered, that the Au- 
thor is a mercenary Scribbler. - fO- 
thers again, guarding their Conceſ- 
ſions with proper Caution, acknowledge, 
that Mr. Marx had laid himſelf 
open: but at the ſame Time inſinuate, that 
it was mean and illiberal to take the Advan- 


tage: 


M. 


* MarTyY's Review, + Critical Review. 
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tage; the Puniſhment greatly exceeding 


the Offence.—— FA third Knot endeavours 
to get rid of the iraſcible Author, by an 
Affectation of Humour under the Veil of 


Irony. *A fourth allows the Fellow to 


poſſeſs an Arr of Smartneſs; but ex Cathedra 
declares it ſuch as is to be had at an caſy 
Rate. The Critic then aſks, what could 
induce 8 Dignitary of the Church to reflect 
on any Circumſtances in a Man's private 
Life, or preſume to recommend a Reſigna- 
tion of Emoluments, 


In Anſwer to his firſt Remark, the 
Author will only obſerve, that there is 
an allowed Difference between eaſy Wri- 
ting, and writing eaſily; between eaſy Wit, 
and Wit eafily framed : and recommend to 


him Horace's Remark, calculated for the 
Ii itlings of his Age; 


— — * Sibi quivis 
Tentet idem, muitum ſudet, fruſtraque laboret, 
Auſus idem!“ — As 


Monthly Review, * Engliſh Review. 


1 81 ] 


As to the Queſtions ſo ſeriouſly addrefled 
to him, he thought enough had been already 

known of the Motives that led to this Pub- 
| lication, and the Ground on which he is 
ready to defend any Aſperities, with which 
he may becharged ; if indeed any Defence 
be wanting. He ſhould haveconceived, Dr, 
THomsoN, and Co., one of the Firm tack- 


ing F. R. S. to his Name, not to have need- 


ed the Information they requeſt. For their 
full Satisfaction however, their Queſtions 
ſhall have a fair and candid Anſwer. 


Whether the Author be a Mercenary 


Scribbler, or a Digmtary of the Church, or, 
which perhaps may be nearer the Truth, 
neither the one, nor the other, is a Point of 
Conjecture, he feels himſelf under no Ob- 


ligation to determine. He declares himſelf 


a Friend of the Preſident of the Royal So- 


ciety; and as ſuch thinks himſelf abundant- 
ly juſtified in any diſtant, ludicrous, innox- 
ious Reflections, he may have glanced even 
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on Circumſtances of private Life; that can do 
no other injury, than perhaps create a Smile. 


If, however, writing as he felt, and irri- 
tated at the inſulted Character of a Friend, 
he hath ſuggeſted any Idea that might give 
Pain to an unconcerned Party ; he readily 
retracts it, and marks the Paſſage with a 
Blot. But when the two Gentlemen, menti- 
oned by our Critic, ſtood fatth as the Lea- 
ders of a little Faction; and, forgetting the 
Decency of common Reſpect, treated the 
Prefident with Inſolence even while he was 
in the Chair; when they endeavoured to 
aſperſe a Character, both in public and pri- 
vate Life truly reſpectable, in anonymous 


Pamphlets, in Letters and Paragraphs in the 
public Prints; were they not aware of a 


Law, 


— — nec Lex eſt juſtior ulla, 


the Law of Retaliation? Falſities were coined 
in infamous Attempts to vilify his Condu&: 
and cven on the liberal Node, he had adopt- 

ed 


1 


ed of giving Men of Science an Opportunity 
of communicating their Thoughts on learn- 
ed Subjects, by a general Invitation to his 
Morning Table, Malignity, that can con- 
vert Nutritives to Poiſon, exerted her vain 
Efforts to faſten Ridicule. Did they not 
enter his Dining Room: and becauſe he 
gave a Diſh, much celebrated in the luxurĩ- 
ous Annalsof Ancient Rome, from whence 
he received it, and where it is ſtill in re- 
queſt, to à few ſelect F riends ; who had met 
on the Occaſion to contribute, at the Board 
of innocent and rational Feſtivity, whatever 
of Sentiment on the ſubject each might have 
drawn from the Hoards of Claſſic Literature: 
did not the the Pen of Detraction blazon 
in the Public Prints an Entertainment 
more horrid, than the Feaſts of Hecate? 


What, did they think the Preſident of 
the Royal Society ſo deſtitute of Friends, 
neither patient to ſee his Character traduc- 


ed, nor impotent to retaliate, as to ſuffer 
them 
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them to proceed unmoleſted in their un- 


merited Abuſe? For my own Part, next 
in Blackneſs of Heart, to him, 


—— nem qui rodit, 
F deem the Man, | 


—— alio culpante, qui non defendit Amicum.“ 
As to the Mode, the Author purſued, 


of reſenting the illiberal Treatment, his 


Friend, the Friend of Science too, had re- 
ceived from Men, he is ſorry to ſay, of 
Science and Erudition ; he is free to confeſs, 
be did not conſult either Dr. H. or Mr. M. 
but he as boldly avers, he hath done no 
more, than follow their examples. They 
are the Aggreſſors, they gave the Chak 
lenge, and they choſe the Weapons. And 
if, as our Reviewer ſays, in tickling the va- 
wity of every Coxcomb, that can read, by an 
Air of Smartneſs, which lies level to his Cam- 
Preben ſian, the Author has conciliated a fa- 
vourable Reception of this fugitive Piece; it 
is not his Fault, and others he hopes will 


not 


„ 
not conſider it as their Misfortune. It was 
meant only for the Laugh of the Day: and 
if Good Humour reſume her Place in the 


Boſoms of thoſe, who occaſioned it; en- 
tombed i in the oblivious Grave of their own. 
Publications on the Subject, he is aware, 


that his will ſoon be forgotten. | 


& ww” + SS Xe 


came to Hand too late to 5 inſerted 
in its proper Place: the Author thereſore 
gives it in his unknown Correſpondent's 
own Words; taking Occaſion at the ſame 
Time to make his proper Acknowledgment 
to him for the Communication, and the fa- 


vourable Opinion of this Publication, which. 
he is pleaſed to expreſs, 


SIR, 


I ncither know, nor gueſs at 
you : but cannot withold my Approbation 


of your Book, from the Pleaſure and Satis- 


faction 
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faction it affords me in the Re- peruſal. Vet 
amidſt theſe 1 have my ObjeRions. Tho” 
I give you implicit Credit for what you have 
advanced in your Advertiſement, p. v; and 
in the Work, p. 2, 7, 14, 45; yet you have 
omitted ſome of the moſt glaring Inſtances 
of his Ignorance; and have brought a 
Charge, which I fear you will be hardly 
able to make good; where you tell your 
Readers, p. 49, Mr. Maty on all dubi- 
ous Occaſtons with due Diligence turns over 
the Dictionary.” Had this been the Caſe, 
we ſhould never have had his curious Ac- 
count of the Spaniſh Poems, and their Ita- 
lian Tranſlator, in his Reviews for December 
—$3, Jan. and Feb. following; and more 
particularly the laſt, Now, Sir, Mr. Maty 


. being fo profound a Scholar, and availing 


himſelf of his earlieſt Improvements, was 
above all want of having Recourſe to Dic- 
tionaries, He deſpiſed ſuch mean Modes 
of Information, and fet them all at Defiance 


He 


149 he of 


UE oY 


He had not forgot what he learned at School, 
that Amare in Latin, fignified to love; ter- 
ror, terrificare, a fright, to frighten.— Em- 
boldened by this previous Knowledge, he 


rendered Amarillo, loved, defterrado, frigh- 
ten'd from, Now, had he found fufficient 
Authority for fuch Interpretation in any Dic- 
tionary, from Minſbeu to that of his learn- 
od Aſſiſtant, Baretti, there might be ſome 
Ground to believe what you have ſaid here. 
The ſecond Terceto in the Soneto exhibited 
by him, p. 70, deſerves Notice, from his 
very curious Tranſlation, 


Marchitara la roſa el viento helado, 
Todo lo mudara la edad ligera, 
Por no hacer mudanza en ſu coſtumbre. 


*The cutting Wind will fade the Roſe; 
„ the Ivy, which knows no Change in its 
« Cuſtoms, will ſoil it.” Surely this lear n- 


ed Conſtable is too Cunning to be underſtood. 
Who ever heard of the Cuſtoms of the Ivy, 


or any other Plants? There is nothing in 
a the 
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the Original to juſtify ſuch Nonſenſe, ex- 


[| cuſable but by thoſe who can be pleaſed 
F with the Bibble Babble of one in Bedlam. 
The literal Senſe is 
oh * The freezing Wind will make the Roſe fade. 
= Suit Age will change all, to make no change 
1 in her Cuſtom. 
| That a Reviewer, ſo barren in his Notions, 
8 is not very capable of conveying Inſtruction 
| "£20 | to the Reader, will be readily granted: I 
5 T5 bl N | | 
1; cannot ſay Readers; for where wholeſome 
_ 
WE Food is to be had, Men will not prey on 
. Garbage. 
A 
. 9 
. Senſe, Speech and Meaſure, living Tongues 
95 9 | 
a | 
i Let all give Way, and Maty may be read, 
8 
1 I am, Sir, 
+ | | 
1 Yours, I6NoTvs. 
3 London, Jan. 13, 4 by 
is YL 
+ 1 785. 12 
1 | 


The Author of the Canons of Criticiſmg 
from Maty. 


